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Downtown Evanston Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday, March 12, 2020, 9am 

Industrious Evanston, 909 Davis St., Ste. 500 
 

Attendees 
Andrew McDonald, Chair 
Marilyn Faklis Ruiz, Secretary (on phone) 
Mike Smylie 
Paul Zalmazek 
Stefanie Olencheck 
 
Staff 
Annie Coakley 
Laura Brown 
 
Andrew McDonald commenced meeting at 9:05am 
 
Meeting Minutes 
Committee reviewed the meeting notes from December 9, 2019 and February 13, 2020 
meeting notes with amendment to remove notes at the bottom. Board unanimously 
approved meeting minutes.  
   
Treasurers Report: Annie Coakley 

o Hired Amy Ceisel, Claritus Accounting as our bookkeeper 
o Brightview appears to be over but we paid January and February invoices 

in February.  
o Line of credit with Byline Bank 

o DTE has been approved for a line of credit with Byline Bank  
o Board discussed voting on approval to establish a line of credit in the 

amount of $296,333 for one year but decided to hold and vote by email 
o Annie will gather more information about sponsorship commitment and 

interest rate on loan and send out a vote by email to Executive 
Committee next week 

o After Executive Committee votes Annie will send out a vote to the full 
board for approval  

 
Staff Reports: Annie Coakley 
 
Central Street Evanston  

- Submitted a draft agreement for review; will send final agreement to Executive 
Committee for an official vote 

 
Events 

- Hygge Fest: hosted 20+ successful events at businesses  
o WGN Morning News segment (2/27) 
o CMAP “Winter Cities” panel about increasing activities, events in winter 

- CVB Restaurant Month – cross promoted with Hygge Fest 
o For next year CVB is purchasing an app for next year to manage all of the 

dining offers  

Commented [LB1]: It seemed the intention was to vote 
on December notes but didn’t happen? Also, Andrew just 
asked for everyone’s approval.  
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- Farmer’s Market: meeting with City of Evanston to discuss moving the market to 
Fountain Square or another place in downtown; add more visibility; current 
location will not be available forever  

- Summer Event Plan 
o Thursday Night Live: 30 band submissions 
o Get Fit Fridays: reaching out to businesses  
o Oktoberfest (Oct. 4): idea to move it to Oak Ave near Smylie Brothers and 

with CoE parking lot and/or have a different event and include Davis St.  
 

Economic Development 
- Retail Cabinet 

o Roundtable with retail businesses (15-20) to discuss what are major 
issues aside from parking, taxes 

o Discussed concept of Downtown Evanston as a mall with all of the 
elements creating cohesive, vibrant area 

o Opportunity to discuss plan for post-COVID19 
- 37 Oaks Retail Consultant Group 

o City of Evanston researching Retail Business Incubator project to have in 
downtown Evanston; YWCA Evanston would be involved to focus on 
women-owned businesses/entrepreneurs  

- Closings/Openings 
o Commonwealth Running Company – 1631 Sherman Ave.  
o Graduate Hotel – will be under renovation  
o Reza’s Restaurant – opening in late February/early March  

- Evanston Eats VIP Program – researching best practices for this type of member 
based special dining programs  
 

Placemaking 
- Banner: hiring Ben Blount, local Evanston artist and print maker to create an 

“Evanston All Day Every Day” banner; he is creating a few designs for us to 
review 

- Murals 
o EMAP committed 2 murals this year in Evanston  
o Mural at 820 Davis St. office building by developers 
o Mural at Chili’s on Maple Ave. and possibly lighting by property 

management company 
- One River School – new staff but reaching out about painting the meters 
- Pitch Place: possibly host in the GAP space, which is currently vacant 
- Evanston Loves Rotary (ELR): public art installation similar to Chicago’s Cows on 

Parade but with 15 Globe & Heart sculpture painted by artists to share info about 
Rotary; walking tour and destination tourism  

- Up-lighting on Orrington Avenue: pilot program and would require City to put in 
electrical conduits at base of trees 

 
Retail 

- Church Street Plaza: broker working on bringing in some new retailers 
- Walking tour with Robot City: kids classes, date nights 
- Discussed potential impacts of COVID-19 on businesses 

 
Advertising/Marketing 

- Signed contract with Rocklin Irving to purchase ads including Comcast, 91.47FM 
radio, social media and direct email marketing   
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Administration 
- IRS/SurePayroll figuring out issue re money owed Evmark – Amy is working on 

this issue  
- Board development: reaching out about new members and treasurer 

 
Andrew adjourned meeting at 10:30am 
 
 
 
 


