
 
 
 

Downtown Evanston Executive Board Meeting 
Thursday, May 19, 2022, 2:45pm 

Smylie Brothers Brewing Co. – 1615 Oak Ave. 
 
 
Board Members 
Andrew McDonald, Chair 
Mike Smylie, Vice Chair 
Renata Gherghiceanu, Treasurer 
Marilyn Faklis Ruiz, Secretary 
Alan Moy, Viet Nom Nom 
Angela Valavanis, Creative Coworking 
Gretchen Brauer, Wheel & Sprocket 
Kelly Gandurski, City of Evanston 
Mitch Goltz, Church Street Plaza 
Paul Zalmezak, City of Evanston 
Will Flatt, 820 Davis 
Karen Gollard, 909 Davis St. 
Marlena Karwowski, Hyatt House 
Garrett Karp, Chamber of Commerce 
 
Guests 
EPD Officer Michael Jones - 3rd and 4th Ward 
EPD Officer Brian Rust - 1st and 7th Ward 
Council Member Jonathan Nieuwsma – 4th Ward 
Rachael Smith, All Together 
Marisa Schulz, All Together 
 
Introductions 
Andrew McDonald welcomed the board and asked everyone to introduce themselves. 
 
Meeting Minutes 
Andrew reviewed meeting minutes for approval. Mike Smylie motioned to approve. Gretchen seconded. 
Board voted unanimously to approve meeting minutes from November 18, 2021. 
 
Vote on 2022-2023 Board of Directors 
Andrew McDonald presented the 2022-2023 Board of Directors and Executive Committee rosters 
reviewing the new members and officers. The board voted unanimously to approve the 2022-2023 roster. 
Andrew turned the meeting over to Mike Smylie, new Board Chair.  

2022-2023 Executive Committee & Board of Directors 

Officers 

• Mike Smylie, Chair - Smylie Brothers Brewing- 1615 Oak Street 



• Angela Valavanis, Vice Chair - Creative Coworking – 922 Davis 

• Andrew McDonald, Treasurer - Rotary International – 1560 Sherman 

• Marilyn Faklis Ruiz, Secretary - Evanston Resident – at large 

Executive Committee 

• Nathan Kostant – 1603 Orrington 

• Alan Moy, Viet Nom Nom – 618 1/2 Church Street 

• Gretchen Brauer, Wheel and Sprocket – 1027 Davis Street 

Board of Directors (bold indicates new member) 

• Class 1 - Evanston Chamber 
o Garrett Karp 

• Class 2 – highest property value 
o Andrew McDonald – One Rotary Center 
o Nathan Kostant – 1603 Orrington 
o Karen Gollard – 909 Davis 
o Mitch Goltz – Church Street Plaza 
o Daryl Staback – 500 Davis Street 
o Will Flat – 820 Davis Street 
o Marlena Karwowski – Hyatt House 

• Class 3 - City Staff 
o Kelly Gandurski 
o Paul Zalmezak 

• Class 4 – landlords or lessee 
o Alan Moy – 618 ½ Church Street 
o Angela Valavanis – 922 Davis Street 
o Dave Davis – 1800 Sherman Ave. 
o Gretchen Brauer – 1027 Davis Street 
o Michael McLean – 1571 Maple Ave. 
o Mike Smylie – 1615 Oak Street 

• Class 5 – residents 
o Marilyn Ruiz 
o Frank Steinberg – Sherman Plaza 
o Carol Bass - Optima Horizons 

 
  
Treasurer Report: Renata Gherghiceanu 
 

• Income 
o Expecting to receive $320,000 collections $320K from City of Evanston and received 

$13,000 from Northwestern 
o Pay down $240K line of credit with Byline Bank 
o Have approximately $90,000 in the bank (not including the recent $320,000 from City) 
o $40K carryover to support new brand efforts  
o Reported that Cook County will be about 6 months behind collecting - 2nd installment in 

2023 will be delayed. 
 

• Renata recommended that Downtown Evanston extend the line of credit with Byline Bank through 
June 2023 because the 2nd installment from Cook County will be delayed. The extension will 
provide security until payment is received at which time Downtown Evanston will pay off the line 
of credit  

o Mike Smylie asked about the interest payment.  
o Renata said it is $2,690 which will be paid using the carryover funds. 



 

• Andrew asked for a motion to approve. Mike Smylie motioned to approve. Alan Moy seconded. 
Board unanimously decided to extend the line of credit for one year. 

 
Presentations 
 
Council Member Jonathan Nieuwsma 

• Update on Margarita Inn 
o Connections for the Homeless and Michael Pure, Margarita Inn, are working on LOI 
o City taking steps to put guidelines in place regarding zoning  

• Northlight Theater starting demolition in mid-June; construction will not start until much later 
 
Kelly Gandurski 

• Discussed panhandling and homelessness issues  

• Task Force comprised of all city departments, organizations was started 2 years ago to work 
collaboratively on issues related to lack of housing, emergency shelters 

• Pledge between City and nonprofit organizations to form Coalition to End Homelessness in 
Evanston - pooling resources to solve the problem 

o Priority is to provide 24/7 365 emergency shelter 
o Using Oak Park and Rockford as examples 

• Aggressive Panhandling 
o Evanston is not unique – this is taking place nationwide 
o City installed anti-panhandling signs throughout Evanston 
o Important to report aggressive panhandling to City EPD so they can identify hot spots 

and target those areas  
 
Evanston Police Department  

• Brian Rust emphasized that people should use Text a Tip if they require an immediate response, 
but it is not an emergency 

• Kelly Gandurski commented that when calling about aggressive panhandling, make sure you say 
“aggressive panhandling” and if panhandlers approach diners at outdoor cafes - call or text the 
EPD 

• Will Flatt asked if police can arrest an aggressive panhandler?  
o Kelly: Yes, but need a witness to the event. 
o Brian said that typically on the first time they educate the person and second time use 

weight of City ordinance for misdemeanor  

• Office Michael Jones commented about having a record of citations is helpful for court-ordered 
actions 

 
Paul Zalmezak, City of Evanston 

• City Council approved Business District Strategy and Implementation Plan  
o Interface Studio is the consultant working with local teams including All Together 
o 2-month collaboration with business stakeholders, residents 

• Church Street Plaza – invited Mitch Goltz to provide an update (below) 

• Applied for a Main Street Streetscape grant through State of Illinois. Some of the funding would 
be used to remove above ground planters and replace with more outdoor seating areas. 

• Fountain Square Building – Shapack Partners 
o Exterior windows complete by mid-June 
o Sweetgreen opening end of June/early July   

• Fountains will be repaired 2023-2024  
 
Mitch Goltz, GW Properties provide an update on Church Street Plaza 

• Anticipates that Church Street Plaza will be fully leased by end of June 

• AMC slated to open in July  

• Skyzone - trampoline, basketball, dodgeball  

• Belong Gaming – e-gaming business 



• Cyclebar relocated to Church Street, next to Noodles 

• Big Wig Taco opening on Church Street 

• Semper Laser opened at 900 Church Street 

• Northwestern Medicine under renovation to become a sports rehab center 
 
Marisa Schulz & Rachael Smith, All Together  

• Presented new brand message, tagline, visuals, and examples of the swag. 

• Some immediate projects include: 
o Streetpole banners with gateway areas 
o Launch events in July – Art & Wine Walk and Big Games Day 
o Marketing items – tablecloth, signage for planters, java jackets, decals for business 

windows, coasters for restaurants/bars 
 
Annie Coakley, Downtown Evanston Update 

• Provided an overview of the following: 
o Events from January to April and upcoming summer events 
o Advertising Campaign for rest of the year 
o Downtown Evanston Works campaign – next steps looking at other advertising 
o Reviewed open/closed businesses  

 
Mike adjourned meeting at 4:20pm 
 

 

 


