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Downtown Evanston Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday, July 29, 2020, 9am  

Zoom Meeting  
 

Attendees 
Andrew McDonald, Chair 
Stefanie Olencheck, Treasurer 
Mike Smylie, Vice Chair 
Eric Krzystofiak 
Renata Gherghiceanu  
Paul Zalmezak 
 
Absent 
Marilyn Faklis Ruiz  
 
Staff 
Annie Coakley 
Laura Brown 
 
Meeting commenced at 9:02am 
  
Treasurers Report: Stefanie Olencheck 
 

o The SSA funds should be direct deposited to the City of Evanston in 
September. We don’t have an exact date. Once they are, we will pay off the 
line to Byline.  

o The City of Evanston owes us $25K for the rest of the maintenance 
reimbursement contract  

o Timing is off compared to past years in terms of sponsor income and will 
likely be rest of 2020 

o Most advertising for the year has been paid for  
o Haven’t spent much in graphic design, may increase depending on the rest of 

the year.  
 
Staff Reports: Annie Coakley 
 
Events  

o Sidewalk sale and Where’s Waldo successful  
o Mash Up – walking tour possibility  
o Kits, Cats & Kids (Sept.) 

o Proposed bike parade instead of a block party 
o Oktoberfest (Oct. 4) – 2021 comeback  
o Holiday Tree Lighting  - not determined  

 
Economic Development 

o Sensitivity Training/Workshop for businesses (TBD) 
o Covid-19 Task Force meeting 1/week 

o Focusing on 18-24 months  
 

o Restaurant Passport for DTE businesses: app to encourage people to visit local 
businesses (kick off end of June)  
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o Engage with 37 Oaks for holiday pop-ups?  
 
Placemaking  

o Hire Evanson-artist Heather Hancock to provide temporary painting installations 
on crosswalks and sidewalks?  

o Projects on hold 
o Donation Stations 
o Parking meters 
o Pitch Place – believe this will be a big community draw when we can 

gather again 
 

Advertising/Marketing 
o Rocklin Irving: radio ads ongoing plus targeted emails, very successful more in 

Laura’s report  
o Purchased Billboard on Edens 

 
Retail 

o Open/Closed report – experts say Winter will be difficult for restaurants  
o Mayor/City/Stakeholders – survey sent to business community – results shared 
taxes is big discussion, communication has begun with accessors office 
 

Organization 
o Draft 2021 Budget to be discussed at next board meeting  

 
Meeting closed at 9:46 for Executive Session  

  


