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Downtown Evanston Executive Board 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 12, 2023, 9AM 

Creative Coworking, 922 Davis Street 
 

Board Members: Mike Smylie (Chair), Angela Valavanis (Vice Chair), Gretchen Brauer 
(Secretary), Isabelle Libmann (via phone), Nathan Kostan (via phone) 
Absent: Andrew McDonald (Treasurer), Jazmine Lee  

Guest: Paul Zalmezak, City of Evanston 

Staff: Andy Vick, Laura Brown 

I. Mike Smylie called meeting to order at 9:10am 

II. Approval of September Minutes 

a. Angela motioned to approve; Izzy seconded; minutes approved 

unanimously. 

III. Treasurer’s Report: Andy spoke in Andrew’s absence 

a. September Financials 

i. Everything looks good, but we are still waiting for some receivables 

(City of Evanston reimbursement, Northwestern payment, 

sponsorships) and the second installment of tax levy  

b. Proposed new account at Evanston Community Bank & Trust   

i. Andy met with the bank to discuss 2024 sponsorship opportunities, 

and proposed transferring $25K from Byline Bank to Evanston 

Community Bank & Trust to create a new savings account with 4% 

yield, so that we have a more direct connection to the bank 

ii. Angela asked if we should move additional funds to the bank if we 

can earn interest; Mike suggested that we open a new account with 
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the $50K from the City of Evanston’s anticipated receivable instead 

of transferring the funds from one bank to another 

iii. Mike asked for a motion to create a new savings account with 4% 

yield at Evanston Community Bank & Trust and deposit the $50K 

from the City of Evanston  

1. Angela motioned; Nathan seconded; motion approved.  

IV. Executive Director update: Andy 

a. Several meetings with local stakeholders, businesses and community 

members including the Chamber and CVB boards  

b. Attended IDA Conference (10/4-10/6) including the Evanston Thrives tour 

with 40 downtown district representatives 

c. Rodent Control: This is an ongoing project, but Downtown Evanston 

installed rat mesh and replanted two planters, one near Cinnaholic and the 

other near Chipotle 

d. Leadership Evanston is underway; great connecting with community 

members  

e. Underwriters Laboratories: Working with the City, Golub and UL to host a 

Welcome Event with City staff, local and State elected officials, Downtown 

Evanston board members and others. Tentative date is 11/14, at LeTour. 

DTE will invite local press and reach out to Crain’s, Bisnow, etc.  

f. Working with Evanston Police Department to set up a Block Group for 

Davis Street West (Benson to Oak). Officer Jones and Officer Rust are 

leading the group.  

g. Working with City of Evanston to secure a holiday tree, and Illuminights is 

currently installing lights on street trees throughout Downtown.  

h. Parking: Andy is in discussion with City staff and Council members Kelly 

and Nieuwsma about offering discounted parking for the holiday season, 

and perhaps the first 30-minutes free parking throughout the year.  

i. Angela suggested offering free parking in the garage starting at 

5pm on weekdays/weekends; easier to promote and for visitors. 



  
 

 3 
 

ii. Andy noted that the City wants to offer discounts in all Evanston 

business districts, so cannot only focus on the garages.  

iii. Paul commented that the current plan is to offer 2 hours free for 

holidays and a first 30-minutes free; will provide update soon 

V. Director of Marketing update (Laura) 

a. Events: Evanston en Blanc, Big Bite Night, Trick or Treating, Holiday Events 

b. Advertising: New digital team for holiday and 2024 advertising 

VI. Other Business  

a. Appointment of Jake Samuels--Evanston resident (Class V) to DTE Board 

[VOTE] 

b. Appointment of Ben Kadish--Evanston Benson LLC (Class IV) to DTE 

Board [VOTE] 

i. Andy noted that both Jake Samuels and Ben Kadish had been 

invited to the board in April, but nothing had been formalized. Both 

agreed to serve on the board.  

ii. Gretchen motioned to appoint Jake Samuels and Ben Kadish to the 

board; Angela seconded; board approved. 

iii. Andy asked for recommendations for a downtown resident board 

member and business owner board member, with an intentional 

focus on bringing more diversity to the Board.  

c. Juneteenth Holiday [VOTE] 

i. Andy proposed to add Juneteenth as an official DTE holiday 

1. Mike motioned to approve the Juneteenth holiday; Gretchen 

seconded; the board approved.  

VII. Board Announcements (All) 

a. Full Board meeting at Hyatt House on 11/16 at 4pm, followed by a Holiday 

reception for Board, staff, and invited guests 

VIII. Adjournment (Mike)  

a. Nathan motioned to adjourn; meeting adjourned at 10:09am  

 
 


