
 
 

Downtown Evanston Executive Committee Meeting  
Meeting Notes  

Thursday, June 8, 2023, 9am   
Creative Coworking, 922 Davis St. 

  
Attendees  
Mike Smylie, Chair  
Angela Valavanis, Vice Chair  
Nathan Kostant   
Gretchen Braurer 
Paul Zalmezak 
 
Absent  
Izzy Libbman 
Jazmine Lee 
Andrew McDonald 
 
Staff  
Laura Brown  
  
Meeting Minutes 
Mike motioned to approve May 11, 2023 meeting minutes. Angela seconded. Meeting minutes approved. 

Treasurers Report: Laura 

• Income 

o Byline Bank Loan: reviewed and approved the forecast provided if DTE pays off half of 

the loan when the spring collection is received. Payment expected 6/8. 

o Sponsorship: submitted an invoice for $5000 sponsorship 

o Emailed businesses about outstanding banner invoices 

o DTE will submit request for maintenance reimbursement to City 

• Expenses 

o All are on track; no major expenses in May  

Staff Update: Laura 

- Advertising: digital and social ads running; local media ads; consider another postcard mailer for 

holiday events 

- Special Events: 

o Thursday Night Markets: June 1 market well attended; July 6 will have DJ at north plaza 

with other activities; other dates are August 3 and September 7 

o Evanston en Plein Air Fest: expanding footprint for July 16 event; DTE helping with 

equipment, logistics, promotion 

o Sidewalk Sale & Chalk Art Contest: will host a Thursday night preview event; activation at 

Fountain Square with vintage or art market  

o Evanston en Blanc: finalizing details of this event to start marketing in early July 



- Public Way Aesthetics 

o Discussed submitting a proposal to City of Evanston for the Theatre Plaza concept as 

presented in Evanston Thrives report; Laura to work with board members to develop RFP 

for proposal  

o Mural Update: board decided to pause on the mural clean-up until further discussions 

about the Theatre Plaza proposal  

o AR Installation for the holidays will draw visitors from Chicago and North Shore; Laura 

will present a plan at the next meeting 

- Public Way Maintenance 

o Paul noted that planters on Sherman Ave. north of Davis will be treated with a new rat 

mesh and replanted 

o Planters south of Davis will also be considered for the rat mesh treatment 

− Attraction & Retention 

o Advertising the DowntownEvanstonWorks.com campaign on LinkedIn  

o Bisnow has events and advertising opportunities; possible 2024 event in downtown Evanston 

in partnership with City of Evanston and other downtown developers/property managers  

 
Meeting adjournment 
Mike motioned to adjourn the meeting; Nathan seconded. Meeting adjourned at 10:08am 


