
APPROVED

Central Street Evanston
Board Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, November 9, 2022, 9:00am
Zoom Meeting

Attendees

Peter O’Malley
Kelly Mack
Aim Larrabee
Dylan Johnson
Mari Barnes
Adam Seger
Stacia DeSalvo
Paul Zalmezak

Staff:
Angela Shaffer

Not In Attendance:
Paula Danoff

Minutes

1. Governance: Peter O’Malley
a. Meeting called to order at 9:01am. 10/12/22 Board Minutes were approved.
b. New Board Member Introductions - Getting to know one another. Peter asked the

new Board Members to share information about their business and what they are
personally looking forward to as a Central Street Board Member.
Adam Seger: LUSH Food & Drink operations partner. Adam is a certified
sommelier. LUSH is going through a rebrand this year. Adam is happy to be a
restaurant voice on the Board and help promote Central Street to the community
and help bring more attention to our restaurants.
Dylan Johnson: Co-owner of Sona Fitness. Dylan and his wife Kenna own Sona
Fitness. They were new to Central Street in 2021 and have been in business
since 2019. Dylan looks forward to helping bring more attention to all the fitness
and wellness businesses in the business district.
Stacia DeSalvo: Stacia is co-owner of DeSalvo’s Pizza with her husband Alex.
It’s a new pizza business that opened on Central Street in 2022. She is excited to
help find ways to bring more people to Central Street and create community. She
said the neighborhood has been amazing and supportive.



Kelly Mack: Co-owner of Mack’s Bike & Goods with her husband Sam. Their
shop opened right before the pandemic and they had to shut down and it was a
very uncertain time for Mack’s. She used to be a public school teacher and now
owns her own tutoring practice. She has always felt that Central Street is a
special place. Her husband Sam is a 4th generation Evanstonian. She’s excited
to help support efforts to bring more people to Central Street.

2. Financial Report: Peter O’Malley
a. Total cash in the bank as of 11/8 = $121,049.61

SSA #7 - $102,756.98
SSA #8 - $118,292.63

b. Line of Credit: Angela will be moving forward with the line of credit application
next week.

c. 2021 Audit and 990: The Audit is now complete and our 990 has been filed.
d. SSA 7 and 8 Balances: Amy transferred $10,000 from SSA #7 to SSA #8 today

and recommends we true the amount up with an additional transfer closer to
year-end.

e. Peter asked Paul Zalmezak about the 2021 tax collection and whether he has
any updated information. Paul said they should see the tax collection process roll
out in the next couple of weeks. He is hopeful that we will see the collection come
in by January 30, if not sooner.

3. Event Updates: Angela Shaffer
Angela gave a slideshow presentation.

a. Angela brought up the Events Committee structure and asked the Board how
they’d like to see that structured in the new year. Mari suggested we have an
event Chair for each event––someone who’s passionate about the event. She
also suggested that Becky stay on board as a committee member. Dylan is
looking forward to being involved with Wellness Wednesdays.

b. Angela brought up the fact that we need to come up with a different concept for a
spring event. She will start gathering some ideas to present at the next Board
meeting. Perhaps something in March.

c. Slideshow highlights include:
- Halloween: 600 RSVPs, 700+ people in attendance, 41 participating
businesses. We hired Becca Heuer to capture photos of the event.
- Coming up: Holiday Stroll and Tree lighting, Small Business Saturday, Late
Night Thursdays. 22 participating holiday stroll businesses to date, 181 RSVPs,
Santa on a firetruck, strolling elves, carolers, and a sound company will be hired
this year to help with the countdown. We received approval to use the spruce
tree again this year.

3.  Marketing /Other Business: Angela Shaffer
a. Holiday Lighting: The lights are officially installed.
b. Landscaping: We’re getting new winter plantings installed in our planters. The

mums will be removed and replaced with a heartier planting to last the winter.
c. Angela had a district walking tour with the Interface team and Paul with regard to

the Evanston Thrives project to discuss concerns and possibilities. She is hoping
for gateway signage ideas.

d. Angela met with the City and the new Independence Park consultants to discuss
needs and wishes.

e. Branding/Tote Bag Design: Angela presented a new tote bag design to The
Board, and the Board voted to approve it. The gusseted canvas tote bag will
be printed and distributed in 2023. The design can be seen in the slideshow.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1OwKg1YB-2_StJJAFMJrRkTfTXkYNcFQNc6S-IvEYOP8/edit?usp=sharing


f. Angela noted that Starbucks on Central Street was set to close at the end of
November.

4. Other/City Updates: Paul Zalmezak
a. Paul provided an update regarding the Evanston Thrives project. He provided a

refresher/overview regarding the project funding. The Citywide Study for all the
business districts was $250K. Paul mentioned that the study results and
recommendations are set to come out at the end of January.

b. Paul noted that City Council had to reduce the budget for Improvement Projects,
and the Independence Park construction will not happen until 2024.

c. Peter asked Paul about possible additional improvement projects for Central
Street. For example, is there a plan for better electrical outlets for the holiday
lighting? Is there any grant money for that? Paul said he would look into it.

d. Other random improvement ideas came up in the discussion with Paul. Adam
recommended modernizing Central Street with more outlets and plug ins in the
parking lots and along the street for electric bikes and phones. Paul said those
were great ideas and he’d look into it.

e. Bag Tax: Paul addressed the bag tax ordinance and said it’s up for discussion.
He said Reid and Burns want the bag tax to go through. The tax is up for vote on
November 30. He said it’s designed to change the behavior of the merchant. He
said the ordinance will go through a process before any decisions are made and
to stay tuned.

Meeting adjourned at 10:05am.


